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Coronavirus disease (Covid-19) is an infectious 

disease caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus that has 

recently appeared in China and had caused a 

million of infections and thousands of deaths. This 

epidemic has spread widely, such as wildfire and 

lethality in European countries and the United 
States of America. Those countries have faced this 

epidemic in scientific ways, and have taken 

measures of regional isolation and quarantine, as 

well as experimental and clinical research in 

pursuit of a successful drug or vaccine (Al-Kuraishy 

et al., 2020a; 2020b). 

In the meantime, the social networking sites 

buzzed between supporters and opponents of the 

existence of this epidemic. A social media platform, 

especially Facebook, has raised many conflicting 

theories about this epidemic, is it real or is it a 

political game between the big countries. Iraq and 

some of the neighbouring Arab countries were the 

victims of this media hype that adopted non-
scientific means in spreading the events of this 

epidemic (Al-Kuraishy et al., 2020c; Al-Kuraishy 

and Al-Gareeb, 2020).  

In Iraq, people were divided into two 

categories, an ignorant, uneducated group, 

unaware of the existence of this epidemic, and 

considered it a major political game, in light of the 

ongoing demonstrations in the country. An 

educated group believes that the virus exists and 

hat it is fatal and must be taken with caution when 

dealing with it. At first, the Iraqi government, under 

the supervision of the Iraqi Ministry of Health and 

the crisis cell, remarkably spread awareness, so 

that it convinced people that this epidemic is 

dangerous and should be prevented through social 
divergence and a curfew in the day and at night. 

During this period, there were few casualties in the 

hundreds, and the epidemic was under control, 

and many countries of the world and the World 

Health Organization (WHO) considered that Iraq 

was one of the countries controlling the epidemic. 

During this time, Covid-19 also affects pregnant 

women, and the first reported case of infection was 

detected on 13 March 2020 in a pregnant woman 

that was treated with chloroquine and azithromycin 

and the result was a cure without a newborn 

infection (Al-Kuraishy et al., 2020d). In Iraq, 

magicians and charlatans, as well as herbalists, 

played a role in describing the anti-Covid-
19medications and convinced many people that the 

peganum seeds, garlic and onions have an 

important role in eliminating this epidemic. Hurry 

up a lot of people by buying these plants and 

herbs, hoping to prevent this epidemic depending 

on a recent Zhou et al study (Al-Kuraishy et al., 

2020e). On the other hand, many people who 

believe in this epidemic have taken exaggerated 

preventive measures; including spraying masks 

with sterilizers and chlorine, and this resulted in 

cases of poisoning and chemical pneumonitis. 

Those who believe in this epidemic were more 

cautious and anxious than others, many of them led 

to anxiety and obsessive-compulsive disorders. It 
has been proven that a lot of false research and 

news that has been withheld and withdrawn was 

the reason behind the exaggerated preventive 

measures (Al-Kuraishy and Al-Gareeb, 2019). As 

well, Covid-19 outbreak led to the fear and anxiety 

of the infected and the touched persons, it became 

a difficult obsession (Al-Kuraishy et al., 2020f). 

Accelerated events due to the propagation of 

wedding parties and funeral councils, and the rate 

of infections increased until they reached 

thousands at the beginning of June, and the central 

government rushed to take more powerful wages, 

but to no avail. 

What's more, many Private Clinics are still 

opened and many patients sit side by side without 
taking any safety precautions. In addition, many 

non-specialized doctors, especially in the popular 

areas, treat any person with fever as having 

typhoid fever, relying on Widal analysis and 

results. Unfortunately, most of the Widal test in 

Covid-19 patients was positive due to cross-

reactions with most diseases (Al-Kuraishy et al., 

2015). Therefore; most of the newly diagnosed 
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patients with Covid-19 were previously 

misdiagnosed as typhoid fever. The most 

dangerous aspect of this story is that patients who 

are diagnosed with the covid-19 disease based on 

lung radiology and computerized tomography scan 

(CT) scan refuse to go to the hospital and threaten 

the treating doctor because they consider this 

disease as a stigma in their life (Al-Kuraishy et al., 

2020g). 
That is why Iraq has lived and will live difficult 

months in the light of the existence of this epidemic 

between a believer and a denier of this disease. 

Accordingly, the WHO must take a more active role 

in Iraq to educate people about the seriousness of 

this epidemic; otherwise Iraq will be the biggest 

focal point for this epidemic and exacerbates its 

global spread more brutally. Because the Iraqi 

person has become a hostage to the ideas of 

ignorant and intruders, and saving him from these 

ideas means saving Iraq (Al-Kuraishy et al., 2020h). 
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